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PRESIDENT'SCOLUMN

President’s Remarks
By Dan Burns, President Omaha Woodworkers
Guild

Woodturning Finishes - Varnishes/Qils - Part 2
(reprinted from Wood Central with permission of Russ
o Fairfield)

Wipe-On Varnish Finishes

Our preference should be a varnish based finish that can be applied with
either arag or a paper towel, rather than by a brushing or spray applica-
tion. Any varnish can be used as a wipe-on finish with the addition of
50% thinner. The addition of oil will help it flow out into athin uniform
coat. The amount of oil will influence the flexibility of the fina surface
finish and the drying time of the finish, more oil is more flexible and
takes longer to dry. If too much oil is used the finish will be soft.

The quantity of oil in the finish is often referred to as being along,
short, or medium oil finish. Commercial varnishes as they come from
the can are a"medium oil" varnish with about 50% oil. A typical wiping
varnishisa"very long oil" varnish with 75% oil.

Regardless of their advertising claims, al of these commercial finishes
are the same - amixture of varnish resins, some type of oil, and thinner.
Danish oil doesn't have the varnish resins. Most manufacturers have sac-
rificed finish quality for a product that is easy to use and fast drying.
Most of them have added metallic drying agentsto increase their cure
time, and compensate for vegetable oils that are not a natural "drying
oil". All of them contain avery large amount of thinner and arelatively
small quantity of varnish and oil.

Although the manufacturers recognize the superior qualities of Tung Oil
in afinish, many do not contain any Tung Oil at all. Regardless of their

(Continued on page 3)

Have a great Summer!



TREASURER’S REPORT... I VICE-PRESIDENT'S LETTER... I

Month Ending June 30, 2005

Bal ance 5/31/05 $1,877.61
Di sbursenents
Ri ck Froehlich -$22.02
Post mast er -$132.00
Bal ance 6/ 30/ 05 $1, 723.59
KG-

SECRETARY'S REPORT.... I

The June meeting of the Omaha
Woodworkers Guild was attended
by 28 members and 2 guests,
Randy and Paul.

Rick Froehlich presided in place
of Dan Burns. He talked about the
picnic and handed out awards.

The group elected to postpone the
belt sander races again due to the
heat.

The nights program was on using
and collecting hand planes. The
presentation was done by Jim Da-
len.

Jim brought in enough planes that
each member had "hands on" ex-
perience with the tool. Members
were able to disassemble and re-
assemble the plane while Jim
showed each step of tuning one
up to alow maximum perform-
ance. A contest was held to see
who could cut the longest and
thinnest shaving.

The meeting adjourned about

8:50.
-JM-
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From Grandpa’s Workbench
by Rick Froehlich VP

Have you ever noticed, that many
woodworkers are slow while oth-
ers arefast at completing a shop
project! Not me! | just consider
myself Half Fast!

Onething that | have realized
over the years of working with
wood, is that there are few real
Experts! |
think the
terms Expert
or Profes-
siond, is
thrown
around to
loosely this
day and age. In my mind, there
are only people who are more ex-
perienced that others.

Just as the old saying goes, "Y ou
can tell how happy a motorcyclist
is, by the bugs between his
teeth"! | do think that you can
see who the real experienced
woodworkers are, by the number
of fingersthey have left on their
hands! Yearsago, | worked in
several area cabinet Shopsandin
most of these shops, | noticed that
usually the head man or the older
cabinet makers, usually had afin-
ger or two missing.

When | asked them about their
missing digits, the answer was
usually always the same.....cut
them off with atablesaw! And all
admitted, that they werein a
hurry or not practicing safety pro-
cedures as they should have been
doing!
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One of thefirst thingsto go on
most tablesaws and many other
woodworking machinery isthe
Safety Guards! I'vedid it to my
tablesaw and other equipment
too! Why? They get in the way
and sometimes hinder other at-
tachments and accurate measur-
ing etc.

| know it's not right to remove
them and | have had some pretty
close calls, but luckily, these
close calls were far and few be-
tween! | use "pushers" and never
try something that is alittle scary,
or might throw something back in
my face or hands. I'm acoward
at heart and don't need all of my
Jet or Delta equipment covered in
red!

One of the most boring topic's
and real "Y awners' for some
folks, isto listen to someone
preaching SAFETY ...be it wood-
working or any subject. | won't
(Continued on page 4)

COMING EVENTS... I

ThisMonth
Tuesday, July 19th
Jigsand Fixturesby The
Member ship

Coming Soon
Alfred Petersen
“Circular Picture Frames”

New Programs are being
scheduled now!

Do you have an ideafor a program you
would like to see or present?
GiveRick acall at 991-3880 or email
him at Rfroelich1948@aol.com.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN...

(Continued from page 1)

labeling, "Tung Oil Finish" has become
ageneric term for any oil finish. | have
heard claims from other woodworkers
that some of these do contain Tung Oil,
but absent any list of ingredients on the
label, | can only assume that they do not.
There is nothing wrong with these prod-
uctsif they will produce an acceptable
finish for you. | object to the false adver-
tising and labeling, and prefer to not use
anything with "secret" ingredients.

Danisnh Oil

There are several products sold under
the name "Danish Oil". The most com-
mon is the Watco® product in the brown
can, but there are other similar products
available. These are an ail (only) finish
that is made from linseed, soybean, and
other oils, alot of thinner, and no var-
nish resins. Since they contain no var-
nish resins, Danish Qilswill not build a
surface film, and any film that will form
isincidental to the amount of linseed oil
that is present.

While Danish Oils are fast and easy to
apply and have many other uses for our
finishing, they are not agood final finish
for our turned wood. The finish is soft,
not very durable, and will require reju-
venation every couple years when ex-
posed to even indirect sunlight.

It isinteresting to note that there is noth-
ing "Danish" in these finishes. They are
an oil finish that was marketed as a way
for usto duplicate the finish on the
"Danish Modern" furniture style that
was popular at the time, which wasa
lacquer.

Wipe-On Application

The wipe-on, wipe-off, wait, buff with
steel-wool, and repeat, application is
familiar to nearly all woodturners who
have ever used a commercial finishing
product such as Watco Danish Qil.

For wipe-on application, a"finishing-
ball" is easier to use than a paper towel,
and it doesn't fall apart. Prepare the ball
by making a golf ball sized wad of
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cheesecloth, and then wrapping it in a 6"
square of cotton cloth. A sheet of paper
towel that has been folded into as small
asquare as possible can substitute for
the cheesecloth.

A paper towel works well for small pro-
jects, and Vivaisthe softest and most
lint free that | have used. | fold the towel
twice in the long direction, and then roll
it astight as possible to make an applica-
tor that will keep my fingers out of the
finish.

The directions for application are sm-
ple:

First, Apply a heavy coat of finish and
keep it wet for several minutes. Sand the
first coat with 400-grit wet-dry, and the
second with 600-grit, to form a dlurry
that will act asagrainfiller. Add more
finish asit startsto dry. Sanding is omit-
ted after the second coat. Wait afew
minutes until it becomes tacky.

Next, remove all of the finish with a soft
cloth or paper towel and wait overnight.

Wait overnight.

Buff it back with steel wool

Repeat Steps 1 through 5 as many times
asrequired to achieve the desired gloss.

| apply as many coats as needed to leave
aglossy finish after waiting overnight, 5

or 6 depending on the wood, and then
add one more.

Wet Sanding Application

An alternative application is sanding

with wet/dry paper while the pieceis
spinning on the lathe, using the finish as
the lubricant. | dry-sand through about
150-grit, and then wet-sand starting at
180-grit and continue through 600-grit.
Wipe the durry from the wood surface
before going on to the next finer grade.
When you are done sanding you are
donefinishing. Let it dry overnight and
buff with steel wool.

Water bor ne Finishes

| don't use any of these finishes because
| don't like the results and because they
are constantly changing. These finishes
could have alot to offer. They could
solve many of the problems that are as-
sociated with traditional varnishes and
oils because they penetrate well, do not
discolor the wood, and have a hard dura-
ble surface film that is clear and will not
change color with age.

However, waterborne finishes have a
"bluish” tint and poor reflective qualities
that leave the wood with a"muddy" ap-
pearance. And, they will not enhance the
wood grain like an oil. They will raise
the grain, but that is a minor problem.
The manufacturers have added soluble
oils and other ingredients to reduce the
effects of these problems and make them
behave more like the traditional finishes.

So far, they have not been successful
(my opinion). Meanwhile, the products
are constantly changing as the manufac-
turers change their formulations, making
it difficult to get consistent results from
inconsistent products.

The manufacturers have created another
problem for themselves by calling their
waterborne products by the same names
asthe traditional finishes. Then they
have taken on the task to make them
behave the same when they are not and
never will be. Some brands have dis-
guised the fact that their product is wa-
terborne, and we have to read the fine
print on the back of the can to determine
that water is actually used for clean-up.

See you at the meeting.
-DB-
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Photos from June... I V.P. Letter... I

(Continued from page 2)

try to "Sing to the choir here", but
do want you to open your minds
and think about, how safe in your
woodworking you are!

The biggest distraction to me, use
to be when someone was talking
to mein the shop, when | am run-
ning the larger machinery or
power hand tools. Thereason |
said "use to be", is because now |
just turn everything off and visit
with them. Thisaso givesmea
little break!

| was recently in an old friends
shop and soon noticed that his
safety eye wear and ear muffs
were like brand new! They
should of been! They were hang-
ing on anail with about an inch of
dust on them! Never even saw a
dust mask or other breathing pro-
tection!

Soyep! I'm Half Fast! But not
Half ssed and don't want some-
one asking me someday...."How
did you loose your hand or fin-
gers'!

THINK SAFETY
Rick
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Photos from June... I

See more color photos on our website:
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org

Page5 www.OmahaWoodworkers.org July 2005



EDITOR S NOTES... I

Random notes -

Just afew notes to wrap up afew

loose ends.
The Directory.
I’m holding
back the direc-
tory for another
issue. It will get
published some-
time this year.

Belt Sander
Races. The belt sander races are
postponed until we get weather
that will make them abit more
enjoyable for everyone

Letter from Kent Krause

| received an email from a young
prospective member looking for
employment. I’m passing the
info to everyone here.

See you at the meeting,
-GS

Hello, Mr. Snos thisis Kent
Krause, you and | have never
meet personally, but | know of
you from your work with Omaha

Woodworkers Guild and the two
meetings | have attended.

If you remember about five
months ago there was a visitor
whomwas younger than the rest
and keep pretty quiet, that was
me. I'mwriting you because
some information | amtrying to
gather. With that aside let me
reintroduce myself.

| am Kent Krause and an only

hobby woodworker. | am cur-

rently in Melbourne, Australia
where I'm on an exchange pro-
gram though the University of

Nebraska at Omaha.

At the university | am studying
architectural engineering and
always have been interested in
construction and architecture. My
five month stay in Australiais
quickly coming to an end and |
amtrying to plan my future. Al-
though | will be a fourth year stu-
dent, | have not had many oppor-
tunities to find jobs pertaining to
my future career.

Upon my arrival back into the

&7- ————————————————————————————————— L |
| |
| |
: Please Print :
I Name: :
| Name of Business. I
: Address: :
I City: State: Zip Code: |
I Telephone Number: () E-mail: :
I Check herefor No Paper Newsletter |
: Amount Enclosed: (Individua $25 or Business $35) :
: Bring to the meeting or mail to: :
| KenKratky, 34404 E Park Highway, Louisville, NE 68037 I
I I
e o o e — . . . . — — )
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United Sates (July 20th), | will
have only a short time to work
during the summer. After | get
established in the Omaha area, |
will continue my search for jobs
that will help me get the two
years experience needed for most
any engineering jobs.

Could pass the word around the
guild or other contacts that an
outgoing, hardworking future
member islooking for a job to
supplement his seasonal studies.
If you would like | could send my
résume, but if you could just
spread my email address to any-
oneinterested | would be most
thankful. My email is:

krause.kent@gmail.com.

Thank you so very much for your
timeand | will be sureto reintro-
duce my self if possible at the
meeting on July 19th..

Kind regards,
Kent Krause

krause.kent@gmail.com
1409 Dodd Street (Parents)
Wood River NE, 68883

Classifieds... I

Classified ads are a free benefit of
your membership...

July 2005



HARDWOOD HEAVEN

QUALITY WOODWORKING HARDWOOD
HARDWOODS SUPPLIES FLOORING

J E T PORTER CABLE D ELTA
THE POWER OF THE
PROS
3619 S. 138th Street 3822 S. 14th St.
Omaha, NE 68144 freud Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 758-6711 (402) 423-5993

FLOHRELECTRIC SERVICE, INC.
“POWER TOOL REPAIR CENTER”

Authorized Service for Most Mgjor Brands

PARTS * SERVICE * ACCESSORIES

( Factory Reconditioned Tools )

BOSCH Router Bits- Lowest Price GUARANTEED

4356 S. 90" Omaha, NE 68127
Phone (402) 331-6863  WATS (800) 370-6863

8523 MAPLE STREET
OMAHA, NE 68134
402-391-1122
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