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  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a nonprofit 
educational organization.  Our purpose is to help 
those interested in woodworking to help each 
other in their woodworking endeavors; to provide 
a forum for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald” , the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  is 
mailed to members, sponsors and associates of the 
Guild.  Please send newsletter contributions to the 
editor, listed below, or to OWG Editor, PO Box 
241403, Omaha, NE 68124-5403. Unless 
otherwise noted articles may be reprinted with 
attribution. 
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                          jmcmanus66@cox.net 
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   Ken Kratky 402-234-2481 
                                kratkyk@alltel.net 
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   Ken Grigsby 402-292-9343 
                         jayhawksNE@aol.com 
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   Doug Peetzke 402-697-0786 
                               peetzke@radiks.net 
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   George Sinos  402-592-2876 
                                       gsinos@att.net 

By Dan Burns, President Omaha Woodworkers Guild 
 
Epoxy Glues  ( re-printed from Wood-Central with 
permission of Russ Fairfield) 
 
There are several positive features to using Epoxy 
glues. Within reasonable limits, the strength of the glue 
line is not dependent on its thickness. A thick glue-line 

will have the same strength as a thin one.  Their strength and gap-filling 
ability makes them an ideal candidate for holding a waste-block to a 
problem piece of wood.  Their gap-filling ability and flexibility makes 
them excellent for filling cracks and holes in the surface of the wood.  
They are useful for filling recesses in the wood with augmenting materi-
als such as brass powders, crushed stone, and Inlace.  Application of 
heat (hair dryer) has the effect of a thinner on the glue, but can also re-
duce its cure time.  They are very water-resistant. 
 
If there is any problem with an epoxy resin, it is that we usually ask too 
much of it, and we are disappointed when it didn't reach our expecta-
tions. Using better quality resins can solve most problems. I would not 
consider using most of the epoxy resins that are available in the two-part 
packages from Home Depot and similar stores as being suitable for use 
in woodturning. While these home center and hobby shop epoxies are 
easy to use and mix, two lines on a flat surface IS NOT sufficient con-
trol to get consistent results from a glue that is labeled as having a 5-
minute and 10-minute cure time. Mixing larger quantities of the 30-
minute epoxies is a better alternative if we want to use these products. 
 
I have had good and consistent results from the resins that are available 
from West Systems and System-3, and these are preferred over anything 
else that is commercially available. 
 
Problems with Epoxies… 
 
 All epoxy resins have the potential for several problems, and the degree 
to which they are a problem seems to increase as their cure time be-
comes faster. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Have a great Summer! 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT... 

The July Meeting of the Omaha Wood-
workers Guild, was attended by 27 
members, and 3 guests; Kent, Ed, and 
Mark.  Ken mentioned that a Terry Ad-
ams has a large quantity of veneer.  Ken 
Kratky told the group about a man who 
has tools for sale. 
 
Ken reviewed the particulars of the last 
board meeting: membership, dues in-
crease, bylaws review, and selection of 
officers.  He also asked for a volunteer 
to help George on the mailing list and 
badges, and help for Ken Kratky on 
membership.  Rich Froehlich talked 
about seeing Mr. Pinches sawmill opera-
tion and about renting tables at the Octo-
ber woodcarvers show.  
 
For Show and Tell Eugene showed a 
plane he was inspired to tune up.  Walt 
showed a plane his dad had, a tiny 
Stanley plane, and he also showed a ta-
per jig.  Thornton showed his taper jig, 
and talked about a safer way to make the 
cut.  Gene Kathol showed picture frame 
clamps, a rail cutter for the router table, 
and set of wedges for gauging angled 
holes for stool making.  Ken talked 
about his need for a new electrical 
panel.  Herb Lange showed a homemade 
steady rest for his lathe.  John McManus 
showed two jigs used for biscuit join-
ery.  Jim Dalen showed his measure ex-
tension.   
  
Rick asked about late returns to the li-
brary.  Herb mentioned a wood turners 
show in Overland Park.  Bill talked 
about the old days of aluminum electri-
cal wire and loose connections.  The 
meeting adjourned about 8:40. 

-JM- 

 

New Programs are being  
scheduled now! 

Do you have an idea for a program you 
would like to see or present?   

Give Rick a call at 991-3880 or email 
him at Rfroelich1948@aol.com. 

This Month 
Tuesday, August 16th 

Circular  and Oval  
Picture Frames 

By Alfred Petersen 

TREASURER’S REPORT... 

Month Ending July 31, 2005 
 
Bal ance 6/ 3o/ 05   $1, 723. 59 
To Dan Bur ns        - $63. 17 
Fr om Dues            $50. 00 
Bal ance 7/ 31/ 05   $1, 710. 42 
 

                     
  -KG- 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

From Grandpa’s Workbench 
                 by Rick Froehlich VP 
  
Hi Guys - 
 
In addition to our regular meet-
ing, we will have a special Break-
fast and Field Trip this month. 
 
All OWG members and guests 
are invited to join us for this half 
day outing!  We will meet at 8 
am, at the 
Golden Cor-
ral at 8990 
Boyd Street. 
(That’s 4300 
block North) 
and have 
partake of 
their Breakfast Buffet. (You’ ll 
pay for your own breakfast.) 
 
After Breakfast , we will caravan 
to fellow member and friend, Lew 
Pinch’s Sawmill and Solar Kiln 
for a tour and demonstration of 
taking a log and turning it into 
hardwood lumber.  This will be 
very interesting for all! 
 
Pre-signup is asked, but not re-
quired by signing up at the Au-
gust OWG meeting or contacting 
Rick Froehlich at 991-3880 or 
rfroehlixh1948@aol.com. 
 
We should break up around 
Noon. 
                  Rick 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT’S LETTER... 

COMING EVENTS... 
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The member directory is distributed 

to OWG members only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBER DIRECTORY…. 
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Directory…                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The member directory is distributed 

to OWG members only. 
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See more color photos on our website: 
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

Photos from July... 
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Classifieds…                    

 
The Directory...  

 
The long 
promised di-
rectory is fi-
nally here.   
 
Please check 
your infor-
mation and 

let me know if anything 
needs to be corrected. 
 
If you’re reading this on-line 
and can’ t find the directory, 
don’ t panic.  I removed the 
information from the on-line 
edition to maintain a bit of 
privacy.  This month, every-
one will receive the printed 
edition. 
 
Requests… 
 
We’ve received a couple of 

Classified ads are a free benefit of 
your membership… 

� � � � � �� � � � 	 � 
 � � 
 
 �� � �� � �
  Please Pr int 

 

 Name: ______________________________________________ 
 Name of Business: ____________________________________  
 Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 City: __________________   State: ________   Zip Code: ____________ 
 Telephone Number: (___ ) ___________   E-mail:___________________   
Check here for No Paper Newsletter ____ 
 Amount Enclosed:  (Individual $25 or Business $35) ________ 

Bring to the meeting or mail to: 
 Ken Kratky, 34404 E Park Highway, Louisville, NE 68037 

EDITOR’S NOTES... 

requests for assistance, this 
month.  If any of you can 
help these folks, please con-
tact them directly at the 
email addresses provided. 
 
Education... 
 
Joan Stahly-Rouse is looking 
for classes that would give a 
person some beginning ba-
sics and help them refine 
their existing skills.  She’s 
looking more for hobby 
woodworking than carpentry 
or cabinetry.   
 
If you know of classes other 
than those offered by Hard-
wood Heaven or Metro 
Community College email 
her at dr41021@alltel.net. 
 
Sawyers… 
 
Wayne Wainwright, presi-

dent of the K.C. Woodwork-
ers Guild, is attempting to 
put together a list of regional 
sawyers.   
 
He’s planning on publishing 
it on their web site.  If you 
know of any (We all know 
of one!) send the information 
to him at wwrig@kc.rr.com. 
 
The Tour… 
 
I’m looking forward to see-
ing Lew Pinch’s demo of his 
sawmill and kiln. 
 
If you have ideas for other 
activities such as this, give 
Rick a call.  He’s always 
looking for good ideas. 
 
See you at the meeting,  
 

-GS- 
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QUALITY 
HARDWOODS 

WOODWORKING 
SUPPLIES 

HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 

3619 S. 138th Street   
Omaha, NE  68144  

(402) 758-6711 

HARDWOOD HEAVEN 

DELTA 
THE POWER OF THE 

PROS 

freud 

 

PORTER CABLE����

3822 S. 14th St.   
Lincoln, NE  68502

(402) 423-5993 

J E T 

FLOHR ELECTRIC SERVICE, INC. 
 

“ POWER TOOL REPAIR CENTER”  
 

Authorized Service for Most Major Brands 
 

PARTS  *   SERVICE  *   ACCESSORIES 
 

Factory Reconditioned Tools 
 

BOSCH  Router Bits- Lowest Price GUARANTEED 
 

4356 S. 90th  Omaha, NE  68127 
Phone (402) 331-6863         WATS  (800) 370-6863 
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 �� �� � � 
 �� � � �� � � � � �� �� �� 	 
 �� �� � � 
 �� � � �� � � � � �� �� �� 	 
 �� �� � � 
 �� � � �� � � � � �� �� �� 	 
 �� �� � � 
 �� � � �����

 
8523 MAPLE STREET 

OMAHA, NE 68134 
402-391-1122 

www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

President’s Column... 

The expansion/contraction rate of the glue with changes 
in temperature and moisture can be different from that 
of the wood. When the two rates don't match, a repair 
made with an epoxy will either be raised above the 
wood surface, or be a depression below it. This charac-
teristic must be considered before using an epoxy resin 
for a segmented assembly, gluing pen tubes, or other 
places where differential movement could present a 
problem. Using up to 50% wood dust in a filler mixture 
will reduce the expansion problem. 
 
Epoxy cures with an exothermic (It gets hot) reaction. 
Large masses can get very hot and become filled with 
bubbles. Again, using up to 50% filler material will re-
duce these effects. 
 
Epoxies are water-resistant and some are even water-
proof, but none of them are vapor-proof. On a scale of 1 
to 10, the absorption of water vapor from the air into 
bare wood will be a "10" and through an epoxy coating 
as a "1". The wood will still change from seasonal 
changes in moisture content, but it will just be much 
slower. There is a high probability that the expansion of 
the wood will make hairline cracks in an epoxy coating. 
After that there is nothing to keep out the water, and 
nothing looks worse than an epoxy coating that is com-
ing off of a piece of wood. 
 
There is always a concern for whether any finish is 
"food safe". An oily film forms on the surface of many 
epoxy glues, and a drinking vessel that is assembled or 
coated with the resin will have the rainbow colors of an 
"oil slick" on the still surface of Coca-Cola. And, in the 
old-days that was a test for whether the liquor was fit for 
drinking. These oils may not be harmful, but they can 
cause intestinal distress. Cleaning the inside surface with 
Isopropyl Alcohol will temporarily eliminate the oil 
film. It is a good idea to make a test before using the 
vessel, and wipe the surfaces with alcohol before every 
use. 
 
Epoxy resins must be mixed for each use.  Clean-up can 
be messy, but a good amount of Isopropyl Alcohol will 
make that an easier task. 
 
For all of its faults, epoxy resins are better for filling 
cracks and voids in wood than a Cyanoacrylate glue. It 
just takes longer. 
 
See you at the meeting… 

-DB- 
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