
 Woodworking is a hobby, pastime or profession that 
occasionally crosses over with mixed mediums or mate-
rials to complete a project.  Here is an example of what 

I am speaking about.   Before you think that Old Rick has finally gone 
over the edge with another wild idea, let me explain.   Since the early 
70's, and up to about ten years ago, I was very active in the black     
powder shooting and early American re-enactment sports and always 
have enjoyed studying and learning several of the "Old Time" skills of 
the 18th and 19th Centuries.  One of these skills is working with 
horn...yes horn!  Many items of our forefathers were items made from 
cow horn.   Eating utensils, cups and other daily objects were made 
from horn.  One of these containers was used to keep gun powder 
dry for the early settlers and frontiersmen.   This container or powder 
flask was called the powder horn and was a vital part of a man's rifle or 
shotgun, which was needed for both food and protection.  Above all, the 
powder horn had to "keep your powder dry" and being air tight was a 
must!   Volumes have been written about the guns and tools of early 
America and several books have been written on the construction and 
artistry of early American powder horns.  Some of these powder horns 
were beautiful works of American Folk Art with carving and drawings 
in scrimshaw, which was a way of decorating by scratching maps or 
other personal depictions of an owner's choice and then blackening the 
etchings with ink or other methods.   
  
Working and carving horn is similar to working with wood, but horn is 
more brittle.  Different types of woods were used for the large and 
smaller end of the powder horn.  Fancier powder horns sometime had 
elegantly turned wood adornments. Powder horns were com-
monly carried on a strap over the shoulder that fastened to the horn at 
the butt and spout neck ring near the front.  I try to make my powder 
horns using a minimal of power tools.  I start out with a raw cow 
horn.  A hand held electric drill is used for drilling the hole in the tip of 
the horn and I use a lathe for the turned wood pieces.  All other work is 
done with hours of filing, carving gouges and scrapers.   If I decide to 
do some scrimshaw work on the horn or give the finished powder horn 
an antique finish to make it look old, an additional amount of time is  
added before it is complete. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN ………….. 
by Rick Froehlich 

  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a 
nonprofit educational organization.  Our 
purpose is to help those interested in 
woodworking to help each other in their 
woodworking endeavors; to provide a forum 
for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  
is mailed to members, sponsors and associates 
of the Guild.  Please send newsletter 
contributions to the editor, listed below, or to 
OWG Editor, PO Box 241403, Omaha, NE 
68124-5403. Unless otherwise noted articles 
may be reprinted with attribution. 
 

President 
  Rick Froehlich  402-991-3880 
                                Rfroehlich1948@cox.net 
Vice President 
   Alfred Petersen  402-721-7500 
                                      
Secretary 
   John McManus 402-289-4165 
                                    jmcmanus66@cox.net 
Membership 
   Bernie Devlin 402-556-8121 
                                               devlin@cox.net 
Treasurer 
   Pat Brennan                          402-965-8979 
                         patrick.brennan@nngco.com 
Librarian 
   Doug Peetzke 402-697-0786 
                                        peetzke@radiks.net 
Assistant Librarian 
    Eugene Carkoski                  402-896-3627 
                                  emcarkoski@tconl.com 
Editor 
   Walt Strain                            402-697-7990 
                            parkdalewoods@tconl.com 
Circulation  
    Ken Gribsby                         402-296-3690 
                                   jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Webmaster 
    George Sinos                        402-592-2876 
                                                gsinos@att.net 
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NEXT MEETING 
June 6, 7:00 PM 

AT 
Disabled American Veterans 

4515 “F” Street  
Omaha, NE 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 
Please submit any articles you 
want printed in the next  news-
letter to me by June 20th. 
Thank you.                      Walt                              

WANTED  
Members to be Mentors.  If you   
are willing to share your particular   
expertise with others, call or e-mail 
Rich Froehlich.  A Mentors list is 
published in this newsletter.. 

 
Available Discounts  

Diamond Vogel –77th & L 
Contractor’s price 
Woodcraft Store-Lenexa, Ks 
10% with your OWG card 
Midwest Woodworkers  
10% most items with card 
Hardwood Heaven—Lincoln  
10% with your OWG card —
tools are not included 

VICE-PRESIDENT ALFRED PETERSEN’S MESSAGE 

 PRESIDENT’S COLUMN continued from page 1………………….. 
 
Working with horn the way I do, is an extension of my wood working!  I discovered a long time back, that 
when I get tired or "burnt out" doing one form of wood working, I change to another wood......or horn and 
wood project to add new interest for awhile before continuing on my regular wood shop projects.  Horn can 
be heated and shaped or flattened, split and made into sheets for scroll saw cutting etc.  Pistol grips and knife 
handle slabs are other items that can be made working with horn.  So if you like to be more diversified in 
your wood shop and thinking about trying something new....try  incorporating other materials with wood and 
have fun!  RF 

  
  
  
  
The May meeting of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild consisted of 22 members and 2 guests 
Gary Scott, and Gary Scott, Senior.   Pat Brennan read the treasurer’s report, it was voted on 
and accepted. Alfred Petersen told the group that Dick Johns couldn't make it so there was a 

last minute change in the program.  Ken Kratky told about his plans to open a country store and ask if mem-
bers would want to sell their wares on a commission basis.  He also passed around a list of tools he has for 
sale.  Rick talked about the picnic, the belt sander races and the wood contests.  Also, Dan Burns mentioned 
what items the guild will supply for the picnic.  The next meeting the members will be asked to R.S.V.P. for 
the picnic.  Ken Grigsby asked if there are individuals who would like to forego the hard copy of the       
newsletter.  He also made mention of the importance of insurance on our library and Pat Brennan said he will 
look into the cost.  Paul Christoffersen showed an old 1888 marking gauge; Rick Froelich showed scroll sawn 
crappie and a portrait.  The night’s program was by Bernie Devlin on making the legs that are part of a set of 
nesting tables that he made.  The process incorporated a shop made jig used for pattern routing.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:40. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  BY JOHN MCMANUS 

At our last meeting the demonstration that Bernie Devlin 
gave on using a router and a special made jig to make  
table legs with was, "I thought" one of the best presented 
and informative we have had: "Thanks Bernie"  
 
At the June meeting Eugene Carkoski will demonstrate the new Work 
Sharp Tool Sharpener to help all of us.  It will then be raffled off.  If we 
have time, I will demonstrate on how Sam Mallof gets his great           
finishes.  If we don't have time I will save it for another meeting.           



Above —for Show and Tell 
Paul brought in a marking 

tool that was manufactured 
in 1888 

 
 
 
 

Below right is a close up 
 of Bernie’s jig and the 

router-cut leg 
 
 
 
 

Below is a picture that 
Gene e-mailed in showing 

his WHIRLYGIG 
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At last month’s meeting, Bernie demonstrated his  
shop made jig for shaping table legs with a router 
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2007 Woodcraftsman Contest 
 

"Joys of Wooden Toys”  
  

Categories: 
 

OPEN....... OWG member may enter up to three (3) projects for judging!  
          

Winners for 1st-2nd-3rd Place! 
 

EARLY AMERICA .......OWG member may enter up to three (3) projects for 
judging!  All projects must be made using only non-electrical hand tools. 
 

Winners for 1st-2nd-3rd Place! 
 

Note:  Competitor’s can enter both categories, but must have separate entry projects per category….no 
cross-over project entries please! 

 
Competition Rules: 

 
(1)  You must be an OWG member; 
 
(2)  All project entries must be constructed of at least 80% wood; 
 
(3)  You may enter up to three (3) projects per category; 
 
(4)  Entered projects must have been 100% made, finished and/or    decorated by competitor; 
 
(5)  All toys or related projects must be "child play size” – sorry, no baby furniture; 
                       
(6)  Competitors can win only one cash award. 
  

Omaha Woodworkers Guild "TUBYPHOR CONTEST"  
   
I originally was going to give this contest a rest for a year, because we only had three entries last year, but sev-
eral of you said to do it again, so here we go! 
  

TUBYPHOR Contest Rules 
 

This year, our TUBYPHOR contest will follow the theme of wooden toys! 
A competitor must make a toy using only one common 8 foot long 2 X 4!    Use as much of your 2 X 4 as you 
want, but no more extra wood allowed!   Winner will be judged on Best Use of Material, Originality, Com-
plexity and Construction! 

Winner Places for 1st - 2nd - 3rd 
  



MENTORS 
 

Need help with a project? Our Guide Mentors are  
eager to help – feel free to call any of the following:  
      
Wood Staining and Finishing -- Dick Johns                                               
 712 366-1575  
 djwoodshop@msn.com 
 
Mission Furniture – Bernie Devlin 
 402 556-8121 
 devlin@cox.net 
 
Scroll Sawing Skills – Rick Froelich 
 402 991-3880 
 rfroehlich1948@cox.net 
 
Computer Drafting Applications – Gene Brady 
 402 333-9020 
ebrady@ieee.org 
 
General Furniture – Dennis Nygard 
 402 292-8369 
djnwoods@cox.net   
 
Segmented Bowl Turning Skills – Mike Doughtery 
(402) 572-8454 
No internet address 
 
 

Please Support Our Commercial Members  

Please Support Our Commercial Members  
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OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

 
Additional 

SHOW AND TELL 
 

Rick exhibited a portrait and a fish 
that he cut out on his scroll saw  


