
First I want to wish everyone a good     
holiday season, be safe and be happy. No 
neighbor, relative, relation or guest can    
irritate if you are already in a good mood. 
 

The table saw is probably the most common wood-
working tool in the amateur shop and the number ONE 
tool to cause injuries. I guess that any surprise            
inspection would reveal that most of us have removed 
the blade guard, splitter and anti-kickback device that 
came with our saw. We found them clumsy, hard to 
work with or around and just took the darn thing off - I 
understand, I did it myself. However the mind over 
matter approach is no match for the power of the saw. 
There are several aftermarket splitters and anti-kickback 
devices which are smartly designed and restore some of 
the necessary safety to our work. My preference is the 
78-431 Biesemeyer/Delta anti-kickback spreader which 
installs easily and pops in and out without tools. If you 
are going to make any New Year’s resolutions this year 
– restoring some of the safety to the table saw is a good 
one. 
 
This has been a good year for the Guild, we have had 
excellent programs, good attendance and membership 
has increased this year. I hope to see you all at the     
December meeting, there are going to be eats!         BD   
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The November meeting of the Omaha Woodworkers guild was  
attended by 22 members and 3 guests. President Bernie Devlin 
presided over the meeting. Gene Carkoski requested that members bring in 
any overdue library materials.  Pat Brennan read a list of available          
woodworking tools that were for sale by a former guild member.  Bernie      
encouraged members to bring in any catalogs they wish to share 
with others.  Lewis Pinch mentioned that ''The Woodwrights Shop" is      
available on Pod-Cast. For Show and Tell, Bernie passed around a panel of 
aromatic red cedar and photos of his Adirondack chair, and he also showed a 
small saddle square. The night’s program was presented by Alfred Petersen 
on steam bending wood.  He showed a shop made steam box and a clamping 
jig.  He described in detail the whole process and then answered questions 
form the floor.  Bernie asked if anyone had tried SketchUp", a free program 
form Google. The meeting was adjourned about 8:30.   

 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE ANNUAL TOY  
 COLLECTION AND CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DECEMBER 5th 
 

Guild members are again asked to make wooden toys for children in area   
institutions and hospitals!  Simple "bare wood" toys for small hands both 
boys and girls will  be  collected by Santa at the meeting.  Members are also 
requested to bring “snacks” to share with one another.  
 
Wives, girlfriends and/or “significant others” are invited to attend. 
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NEXT MEETING 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 
Please submit any articles you 
want printed in the next  news-
letter to me by December 20th . 
Thank you.                      Walt                              

WANTED  
Members to be Mentors.  If you   
are willing to share your particular   
expertise with others, call or e-mail 
Rich Froehlich.  A Mentors list is 
printed in this newsletter. 

NEXT MEETING 
December 5th, 7:00 PM 

At 
Disabled American Veterans 

4515 “F” Street  
Omaha, NE 

SECRETARY’S REPORT……FROM JOHN MCMANUS 
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See color photos on our website: 
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

 

 WANTED 
 

Country Store Merchandise! 
We are looking for handcrafted wood items 
that would be a good fit in our Country 
Store to be opening soon.  Items will be 
sold on a consignment   basis.  
 

Call Ken Kratky for more details. 
402 234-481 or 312-4831  

 
 CLASSIFIED ADS  

 

Free to Guild Members 
 

E-mail your list of For Sale 
items to Walt Strain at: 

 

parkdalewoods@tconl.com 

                             
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
                                                          

                            Fort Calhoun American Legion Post 348 
IS SPONSORING A  

WOODWORKING SHOW  
 

  WHEN:     February 23 rd and 24 th 
                       8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
 
  WHERE: COMMUNITY BUILDING 
                                        11TH & COURT STREET 
                                          FORT CALHOUN, NE 
 

     CONTACT: PAUL SCHULER 572-8440 OR JOHN LINTON 468-4517 
 

Available Woodworkers Discounts  
 

Diamond Vogel – 77th & L 
Contractor’s price with card 

 
Midwest Woodworkers  

10% most items with card 
 
Woodcraft Store-Lenexa, Ks 

10% with your  card 

Murphy's Woodworking Laws  
 

1. Dovetails on scrap wood as tests will be perfect. 
 
2.The router and dovetail jig will need adjustment 
on the actual project after all tests prove perfect. 
 
3. When one more test setting is needed, you'll not 
have the scrap wood to do the test with. You'll move 
to the actual wood and the settings will be off. 
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November Program Presenter 

Alfred Petersen 
 

Discussed the various methods of 
bending wood.  Alfred is a home 
builder who frequently bends oak 
and other hard woods in order to 
make curved moldings and trim. 

 

Pictured to the right is a “job site     
constructed” wood bending steam box 
made from scrap material.  The inner 
core is a simple wood box that has been 
wrapped with insulation.  A hot plate 
placed under the container in the front 
end of the box generates steam which 
exhausts into the container at the rear. 

 
Alfred is holding a clamping jig he 
uses when making curved oak  
mirror frames.  He explained that 
you just have a minute or so to 
bend the steamed wood around the 
jig before applying the clamps.  
The clamps are left in place until 
the wood is completely dry.  Alfred 
commented that you can never 
have enough clamps. 



 
MENTORS 

 
 

Need help with a project? Our Guide Mentors are  
eager to help – feel free to call any of the following:  
      
Wood Staining and Finishing -- Dick Johns                                               
 712 366-1575  
 djwoodshop@msn.com 
 
Mission Furniture – Bernie Devlin 
 402 556-8121 
 devlin@cox.net 
 
Scroll Sawing Skills – Rick Froelich 
 402 991-3880 
 rfroehlich1948@cox.net 
 
Computer Drafting Applications – Gene Brady 
 402 333-9020 
ebrady@ieee.org 
 
General Furniture – Dennis Nygard 
 402 292-8369 
djnwoods@cox.net   
 
Segmented Bowl Turning Skills – Mike Doughtery 
(402) 572-8454 
No internet address 
 

Please Support Our Commercial Members  

Please Support Our Commercial Members  
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OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

Editor’s Note……….. 
 

OLD WOODWORKING MACHINES WEBSITE 
  

Do you need some information about an old woodworking machine you 
have or might be thinking about purchasing?  Be sure to look at this 
website!  You might want to keep and add to your favorites! 

www.owwm.com   

 
This Month’s Helpful Shop Tip 

 
Empty cardboard rollers from various paper 
products make excellent low cost electric 
cord holders.                                            WS 


