
 
I think our first meeting at the 40 & 8 club was a 
good one. Great show and tell items, great program; 
and the meeting facility was more than adequate for 
our needs. We were fortunate to gain some new  
members this year, but don’t forget to “talk up the 

Guild” with your friends – we have room for a lot more members. 
 
I have only one item for discussion and decision at the April     
meeting – our summer picnic. We need to decide if we will have any  
contests, races, or other activities beyond eating and fellowship. 
Bring your ideas, we will discuss them and reach a decision. 
 
 See you at the meeting – bring a friend. 
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  The Omaha Woodworkers Guild is a 
nonprofit educational organization.  Our 
purpose is to help those interested in 
woodworking to help each other in their 
woodworking endeavors; to provide a forum 
for the exchange of ideas; and to provide 
demonstrations of woodworking techniques 
procedures and operations. 
  “Omaha Wood-Herald”, the official monthly 
newsletter of the Omaha Woodworkers Guild,  
is mailed to members, sponsors and associates 
of the Guild.  Please send newsletter 
contributions to the editor, listed below, or to 
OWG Editor, PO Box 241403, Omaha, NE 
68124-5403. Unless otherwise noted articles 
may be reprinted with attribution. 
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   John Bartels 402-690-4464 
                                  prairietrees@qmail.com 
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                          patrick.brennan@nngco.com 
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    Ken Gribsby                          402-296-3690 
                                     jayhawksNE@aol.com 
Webmaster 
    George Sinos                         402-592-2876 
                                                  gsinos@att.net 
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Do you have the kind of shop other woodworkers like to visit? Is your 
shop filled with clever ideas that help you work smarter, faster, or 
safer? Have you designed and built special tool racks, machine bases, 
cabinets, jigs, or other shop helpers you think your fellow woodworkers 
would find interesting? If so, the editors at WOOD magazine invite you 
to submit your workshop or individual shop projects for review and 
possible publication in future editions of America’s Best Home Work-
shops. Your shop doesn’t have to be big or nit-picky clean. The ideas 
could be storage solutions, task-specific jigs, shop tips, or the special 
way you designed, built, and outfitted your shop. Mail your entry to 
America’s Best Home Workshops, WOOD Magazine, 1716 Locust St., 
LS-221, Des Moines, IA 50309, or go online at: 

 woodmagazine.com/homeshops. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The March meeting of the Omaha woodworkers Guild wa s attended by 23  
members and 4 guests. The meeting was the first one  at our new location, 
the 40 & 8 Club.  For Show & Tell, Dick Johns broug ht in a doll bed and some oval trays with 
edges made of bent and nailed strips of thin wood. Mike Doughtery showed a turned walnut 
vessel with banding. John McManus exhibited some tu rned Applewood bowls. Gene Brady 
demonstrated his shop-made mini router table. Ken G rigsby passed around a list of tools 
from the Estate of member Tom Jetton that Mary Jett on would like to liquidate.  Bernie    
Devlin showed a pair of Rockler table saw fence cla mps.  Gene Kathol showed pictures of 
some recent projects and pictures of his shop in pr ogress. He passed out a planning guide 
as a way to gather suggestions for laying out his n ew shop. The night's program was       
presented by Gene Carkoski demonstrating set-up and  use of the Leigh dovetail jig. The 
meeting adjourned around 8:45. 

 
 
 
 
 
The scheduled demonstration for April deals with routers and jigs so plan 
to attend and pick up some new ideas or techniques.   
 

See color photos on our website: 
www.OmahaWoodworkers.org 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT’S LETTER…...BY ALFRED PETERSEN 
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NEXT MEETING 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 
Please submit any articles you 
want printed in the next  news-
letter to me by April 20th . 
Thank you.                      Walt                              

WANTED  
Members to be Mentors.  If you   
are willing to share your particular   
expertise with others, call or e-mail 
Walt Strain. A Mentors list is 
printed in this newsletter. 

NEXT MEETING 
April 1st, 7:00 PM 

At 
40 & 8 Club 

3113 South 70th Street 
Omaha, NE 

SECRETARY’S REPORT……FROM JOHN MCMANUS 

Available Woodworkers Discounts  
 

Diamond Vogel – 77th & L 
Contractor’s price with card 

 
Midwest Woodworkers  

10% most items with card 
 
Woodcraft Store-Lenexa, Ks 

10% with your  card 

 

 CLASSIFIED ADS  
 

Free to Guild Members 
 

E-mail your list of For Sale items to 
Walt Strain at: 

 

parkdalewoods@tconl.com 
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Chalk for Woodworking 
Copyright © 2007 

Jim Reed, Tallahassee FL 

 Most modern woodworking shops I visit are missing a very important ingredient—chalk. Old timers knew the 
value of chalk in the workshop, but that knowledge has been lost over time. 

 There are many important reasons you should have chalk handy. Here are some of the characteristics that 
make it so useful: 

1. Chalk is white. Most wood is dark. End grain is almost always dark due to oxidation. White chalk 
marks stand out well on a dark background.  

2. Chalk is inert. Over time, chalk will not react with chemicals in the wood. Some inks and paints are 
affected by acids or oils in the wood. They may change color and vanish or they may stain the wood.  

3. Chalk is easy to remove. Chalk does not migrate along wood fibers. It stays on the surface and can be 
brushed or sanded away.  

4. Chalk makes bold marks which are visible from several feet away. Ballpoint pens make nice tight 
lines, but they are invisible at just a few feet. Chalk is bold and can often be seen across a room.  

5. Chalk is tool friendly. Small amounts of chalk will not damage bladed tools nor will it contaminate 
surfaces like grease pencils or crayons.  

Here are some uses: 

1. Witness marks. Chalk makes great witness marks. Cabinetmakers have traditionally used witness 
marks to note grain orientation, board sequence, etc. Most furniture projects require fitting before final 
assembly. Boards for table tops are carefully fitted and oriented for appearance before glue up. Witness 
marks on the reverse side are helpful in registering the right board in the right place.   

2. Batch markers. It is nice to have the same source for all of the wood for a project. Boards that are cut 
from the same tree usually have complimentary grain patterns and colors. When you obtain “log 
run” (wood cut from the same tree) or similar sourced wood, it can be helpful to mark the end grain 
with a batch number.  

3. Species notes. Unusual species like tropical hardwoods can be marked with identity when purchased. 
This identification can save time later.  

4. Book match marks. Book matched flitches can be identified and marked for orientation.  

 Odds and Ends 

If you also are a metal worker, you know about the trouble you can get into when you file brass. Soft pieces 
work their way into the file gullets and load the file. It can take harsh brushing to clean a loaded file and this 
cleaning can dull the file to the point that it is unusable. If you first load the file with chalk, brass will be un-
able to load and your file will be saved. 

ed.  

This article was posted with the permission of the author, Jim Reed, of 
Tallahassee, Florida.  Jim works full time in information technology, but 
says that in his spare time he likes "to make cutters for myself and 
other galoots who insist on using obsolete planes."  Jim can be reached 
at: jimreed2160@msn.com   or view his read about his Handmade Plane Cut-
ters  
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Show & Tell Items  from  
the March meeting Dick John’s Doll Cradle and Serving Trays 

Mike Doughtery’s Walnut Vessel 

Bernie Devlin’s Fence Clamps 

Gene Brady’s Mini Router Table 

John McManus’s Applewood Bowls 



 
MENTORS 

 
 

Need help with a project? Our Guide Mentors are  
eager to help – feel free to call any of the following:  
      
Wood Staining and Finishing -- Dick Johns                                               
 712 366-1575  
 djwoodshop@msn.com 
 
Mission Furniture – Bernie Devlin 
 402 556-8121 
 devlin@cox.net 
 
Computer Drafting Applications – Gene Brady 
 402 333-9020 
ebrady@ieee.org 
 
General Furniture – Dennis Nygard 
 402 292-8369 
djnwoods@cox.net   
 
Segmented Bowl Turning Skills – Mike Doughtery 
(402) 572-8454 
No internet address 

 

See color photos on our website: 
www.omahawoodworkers.com 

Please Support Our Commercial Members  

Please Support Our Commercial Members  
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OMAHA WOODWORKERS  
                 GUILD 
P.O. Box 241403 
Omaha, NE  68124-5403 

March program presenter Gene Carkoski explains 
the set up of his Leigh Dovetail Jig  

Gene makes one final adjustment  
 before cutting a dovetail 


